The Unfamiliar Passions of God

[Slide 1 – Seek Justice]
It’s a great privilege and a joy to be with you. [Slide 2 -Unfamiliar Passions…]
If you are like me, you don’t come to church, just to hear someone talk or even to receive some new piece of information rather, I think we come so we can be changed, so we can be made different by our Maker.  And the truth is, I don’t have any words that can achieve that objective.  Words from me will leave all of us walking out of here precisely the same people who walked in – and that would be rather disappointing.

I wonder, therefore, if we might take a moment to pray and ask God to redeem these moments by sending His Holy Spirit to be among us and to share with us some truth from His Word – the Word that actually has the power to re-make us, to transform us and make us more like Christ.

Will you pray with me?

No matter how long I’ve been a Christian, I find it helpful to keep asking myself this question:  Are Jesus and I really interested in the same things?

What after all, is Jesus really passionate about?  I know what I’m interested in.  But if I set aside for a moment my own personal preoccupations and sincerely consider with a clean slate what Jesus is passionate about, what do I come up with?  What does Jesus love?  What does Jesus hate?  What really makes God’s heart beat fast?  And do I really share in those passions?  Or, has my relationship with Christ drifted into one of those stale, negotiated romances where He has his interests and I have mine.

This morning, I would like to spend a few minutes exploring what for many of us might be the more unfamiliar passions of God – namely, God’s passion for the world and God’s passion for justice.

First, God’s passion for the world. [Slide 3 – John 3:16)
God loves the world.  It might seem obvious to you, but God is utterly and passionately preoccupied with this whole enormous and messy world – with all of its billions of people stretched out over vast continents of confusing places and cultures; with all its remote masses who are far away, unfamiliar and unlike us; with all it’s chaos and complexity and dizzying disorder.  This is the world that God loves.  We know from John 3:16 that it was because God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal life.  We know from the Old Testament that the whole reason God called out the nation of Israel was so that they would become a blessing to the whole world.

Jesus wakes up every morning thoroughly preoccupied with a passionate love for the vast peoples of the earth whom He created and for whom He died.

What, on the other hand, am I interested in?  Do you know what I’m interested in – what I’m really passionate about?  I’m passionate about me.


-trying to be a better Christian than that so…


-my immediate family


-all the people that I like, and who like me, and who are like me.

This become my world of interest, passion, preoccupation, energy and effort – the world of me and mine.

Now I think Jesus finds this preoccupation with me and mine rather natural and understandable.  But just because something is natural and understandable doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s godly.

So, at least perhaps we can agree upon the goal.  The goal is to have a heart more like Christ, a heart that is growing in its love for the broad world that Jesus loves.  This great difference between the way Jesus regards the world and the way I regard the world has come home to me in several ways.
[Slide 4 – Rwanda genocide church]
First, through learning about the Rwandan genocide where 800,000 people were murdered in 8 weeks.  To add some perspective, that is three or four 9/11 magnitude murders every day for 8 weeks.  Gary Haugen, the founder of IJM, was sent on loan to the United Nations from the U.S. Justice Department, to direct the investigation of the genocide.  He said, “The hardest part of that work for me was not sorting through all the bodies, the hardest part for me was having to interview the survivors—and especially the children.”

[Slide 5 – Children Smiling]

Gary says he had lost touch with the humanity of the victims until one day when he had to interview an 8 year old girl who had survived.  Here’s how Gary tells it:

And I remember one afternoon I had to interview a little 8- year-old girl who had survived one of these massacres—she’d actually lay amongst the dead in the church for about 2 and a half days. And I remember sitting across from this little table trying to get her story from her and the first thing you would’ve noticed about this little girl was the thing I noticed was just how beautiful she was. She had these eyes that just twinkled and then she would say something funny to make herself laugh and then these white teeth would just burst across her face and she was gorgeous. And I remember looking at this little girl and suddenly it occurred to me in a way that I had never really thought of before, that the maker of the entire cosmos, specifically intended that this one little 8- year- old Rwanda girl should exist. And not only that but he had intended that this little girl should exist to be with him forever. And in fact he wanted this particular girl to be with him forever so badly he was willing to have his own son tortured and murdered to make sure that this one little girl would be with him forever. 

And suddenly I was just blown away by the cosmic significance of this one little 8- year- old Rwanda girl. But yet I also knew from the pink machete scars across the back of her head and her neck, that she was just about a millimeter of a machete blow away from being part of that huge pile of corpses outside the church. And then it occurred to me that 800,000 other Rwandans who were just as precious to God as this little girl, they could all just drop off the face of the earth, right? And for me as an American Christian it just wouldn’t effect my day at all! 
[Slide 6 – Unfamiliar Passions]
And suddenly I could sense that even though I had been following Christ for a long time, there was a significant difference between the way he was regarding the world and the way I was. And I frankly just didn’t want to be that far away from what really mattered to him. 

Perhaps, like Gary, you’re already heard Jesus’ invitation to a new season of exploring His passion for the world, an invitation to recover the larger borders of our heart that our Maker intended for us, before fear and our fallen nature impoverished the reaches of our love.

But as we embark upon this journey beyond me and mine and out into the word that lies beyond our own borders – what do you believe the people in our world will find most difficult to believe about the Christian faith?  I think the hardest thing for people in our world to believe about the Christian faith is simply the idea that God is good – because they are in so much pain.

How is it believable that God is good?

We know that:

-25,000 children die of starvation each day.  


-1.5 billion have no access to health care


-millions of children live on the streets

How are they supposed to believe that God is good?  In a world of so much suffering and hurt, what is God’s plan for making it believable that He is good?

From Scripture the answer is very clear.  WE are the plan.

[Slide 7-Matt 5]

In Matt. 5 Jesus says to us His disciples, “YOU are the light of the world … not may be the light … or could be the light … YOU ARE IT!

When you walk into a dark room the first question people ask is: “Where’s the light?”  And in the darkness of our world, humanity asks:  “Where’s the light?”  We are it.

[Slide 8-2 Cor 5]

The Apostle Paul says one of the most amazing things in II Corinthians 5 when he says: “God is making his appeal to the world through us.”

What an amazing invitation!

[Slide 9 -Unfamiliar Passions…]

So for thousands of years, Christians have been trying to make it believable that He is good by going into the darkness and bring the light of Christ love:

-if people are suffering because they have never heard the gospel, we tell them about Jesus and his saving grace
-if people are suffering because they are hungry, we give them food to eat

-if people are suffering because they are sick, we send doctors and nurses to provide medical care
-if people are suffering because they are homeless, we build them houses and shelters
In doing so, we make it believable that God is good.

But there is another category of people who are suffering in the world – and they aren’t suffering because they have never heard the gospel, or don’t have food, or don’t have shelter, or don’t have medicine.  They are suffering because they have an oppressor.  They are suffering because of the abuse of other people.  These are the victims of injustice.

What is injustice?

Injustice is a vague term in Canada/North America.  It can mean all and nothing at the same time.  Just the other day, my wife asked me to stop at the grocery store to pick up some items for dinner.  I’m in a hurry, pick out my five items and head to the express checkout lane, where it clearly states, “10 or less items ONLY.”  But I can clearly count that the guy in front of me has 13 ITEMS!  What an injustice!
This is not what the Bible means when it talks about injustice.  In Scripture, it’s clear  that injustice is a specific kind of sin.  Injustice is the abuse of power to take from others the good things that God has given them – their life, their liberty, their dignity, the fruits of their love and their labor. 

[Slide 10 -Ecc 4:1]

Ecc 4:1 says, “I saw the tears of the oppressed and they had no one to comfort them, but on the side of the oppressor was power”
Scriptural example of injustice is the story of King David abusing his power to take Bathsheba, kills Uriah to cover his sin—later confronted by Nathan.
[Slide 11-Psalm 10]

This is what we see in Psalm 10 – verses 8-9 

Growing up and reading this verse, I may have thought it was a bit melodramatic.  But since then, I’ve gotten out a bit more and have experienced and seen more of the world.  
What does injustice look like in the world today?

[Slide 12 – IJM]

These are some of the people International Justice Mission has come to know, who have had the good things God has given them taken away through the abuse of power.  International Justice Mission is a human rights agency that secures justice for victims of slavery, sexual exploitation and other forms of violent oppression. IJM lawyers, investigators and aftercare professionals work with local officials to ensure immediate victim rescue and aftercare, to prosecute perpetrators and to promote functioning public justice systems. 

[Slide 13 – Shama]
Meet Shama.  IJM met Shama when she was 10 years old., but 3 years before, , when she was 7, something terrible happened in her family, her mom started to die in the midst of childbirth and the family desperately needed $35 in order to bring a doctor to the village to stop the mom from dying. But Shama’s family has never actually seen $35 in a lump sum before, so now they need the $35-- where can they get it? Well, the only place they can get it is to go to the local money lender – and he’ll give them the $35, but only if they are willing to sell Shama to come work for him as a bonded slave. 

So at the age of 7, Shama goes to work for the money lender and it’s all just a trick to take her into forced slavery. Because from then on, once she’s engaged, she is forced to sit on one place on the floor, she works 14 to 16 hours a day and she just rolls cigarettes all day every day. She has to produce 2000 cigarettes a day or else she gets beaten. If she tries to get out of her work, or run away from the work, she’s beaten and she will stay in this slavery for her entire life. In fact, in her country, there’s between 10 and 15 million children held illegally as slaves. IJM workers have seen thousands of them. And you just have to ask for all of these children who are suffering in slavery, how are they supposed to believe that God, somehow, is good?
In India, there are 10 million children held illegally in bonded slavery

[Slide 14]
Next, I’d like to introduce a man from Kenya named David.  David is a delightful young man from Nairobi.  He’s a wiry guy, he’s gracious and nice, and one day he was walking home on a Sunday down the street and some police officers had been drinking at a local café and they run out of money. So they go out in the street and they grab David and just throw him in the police car and they extort from him what money that he has which is about $1.50 and then they drive down the road, they let David off and he starts walking away. 

They’re not interested in him, but then one of the police officers pulls out his gun and just shoots David-- shoots him in the arm, and in the side and David just falls into a heap along the road and the police just go away. Fortunately, there was a hospital right across the street, so, wet in his own blood, David was able to get up and get to the hospital and the staff was able to save his life. They had to amputate his right arm to save him but he was alive. And then, when the police found out that he was still alive, they actually came over, arrested him, threw him in prison, where he just rots day after day. No charge, no trial. Now how is David supposed to believe that God is good? And if you go to the developing world, depending on which country you go to, between 65 and 85 percent of the prisoners have never been convicted or charged with a crime. And how are they all supposed to believe that God is good?
In most developing world countries, between 50 and 85% of the people in prison have never charged and convicted of a crime.

[Slide 15]
Finally, I’d like you to meet Jyoti.  Jyoti is a 14 year old girl from India from a poor family. One day 4 women come to her village and say hey, Joyti we can get you a job in the city, why don’t you come with us? You can send money home to your family – so she goes with these women but on the way there she’s given some tea that’s been drugged. She falls unconscious and she’s taken to the red light district where she’s sold into a brothel for about $250. She’s stuffed into an underground room and then beaten for 3 days with plastic pipes, electrical cords and metal rods until she’s forced to provide services to the customers there. She has to service between 20 and 30 men a day, 7 days a week, never let outside the walls of that brothel. 
UNICEF tells us that there’s about a million children a year taken into forced prostitution  - new every year! How is Joyti, how are all these children supposed to believe that God is good? 

As Christians how are we suppose to think about such suffering?

We begin of course by asking:  How does GOD regard such suffering?

[Slide 16-Psalm 10] 
And for this we return to Ps. 10 verses 17 and 18

This is the good news!  God hates injustice and wants it to stop.  Gary Haugen, IJM’s founder and president, has written a little book called “Good News About Injustice” – and people ask:  What’s the good news about injustice?  And the answer is:  God’s against it.  And that matters.

Listen to: Ps. 35:10  

“My whole being will exclaim, “Who is like you, O LORD ? 
You rescue the poor from those too strong for them, 
the poor and needy from those who rob them.”” 

But that raises a question doesn’t it.  How exactly does he do that?  What is His plan?

Once again Scripture makes clear – WE are the plan.

Slide 17-Micah 6:8]

Micah 6:8  “He has showed you O man what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  

You would think that if our good God was kind enough to give us a short list of just three things he expects of us and the very first thing on that short list was to DO JUSTICE, that we would pay attention to it!

[Slide 18-Is. 1:17]

Isaiah 1:17 “Learn to do right, seek justice, encourage the oppressed, defend the cause of the fatherless and plead the case of the widow”
WE – you and I – are God’s plan for seeking justice.  We are God’s plan for making it believable for the victims of injustice that He is a good God.

But we hear these stories and facts and figures and we feel so powerless.  We feel so overwhelmed.  We feel bolted to our seats with despair.

We sense the overwhelming need – and the total inadequacy of our resources.

[Slide 19 -Unfamiliar Passions…]
It is in these moments that we should remember the story of disciples and the feeding of the 5,000.


You remember the story …

· Jesus says: feed them

· Don’t have enough:  overwhelming need – inadequate resources

· Back to you Jesus

· What do you have?

· Andrew: “What are these among so many?”

· Give them to me

In that moment, Jesus takes responsibility for the miracle.

-the boy was responsible for obedience; simply offering what he had so that Jesus could do the miracle

Jesus proceeds to feed 5,000 people

Why did Jesus do it that way?  (Why not a manna dump?)

-one Reason : to give one particular boy a very cool day

-do we imagine that Jesus needed that boy?

-do we imagine that boy will ever forget that day?

-what a small day he would have had if he had just eaten his own lunch

Do you know that Shama isn’t held in slavery any more?           

[Slide 20 - Shama]

A Christian ministry working in her village was able to refer her case to IJM and IJM sent some investigators to look into it. In the process they discovered a whole syndicate of hundreds of children who were being exploited as slaves – against the law. 

[Slide 21 – Children’s faces pop up]
So IJM did this investigation, packaged together all the information and finished that report on a Friday and then set up an appointment with the local Magistrate on a Monday who had the power to release all these children from slavery and get them back into school. But they didn’t know how the Magistrate would receive our report and so on the day before the meeting on Sunday, the IJM workers went and found a little church in the middle of rural no where, to go pray and to say to God, we’ve got our little lunch here – our little investigative report, but we need a miracle from you for it to make a difference. And as IJM got to that church who should turn out to be the guest preacher in that particular church on that particular Sunday but the very Magistrate they were supposed to meet with the next day. 

Turns out that he, too, is a follower of Christ, has a great compassion for these children and was able to take IJM’s little report and set all of these children free – get them out of the horrific nightmare of slavery and back into schools where they could rebuild their lives. In fact, the Magistrate got such good press for doing this, that he then became elevated to become special commissioner for bonded slavery and IJM has worked with him and other Magistrates now to train them on how to release children from slavery and they’ve seen hundreds upon hundreds of children move out of slavery and into freedom. And all of this happened clearly because God yearned to do a miracle in the lives of these children but was waiting for someone to show with even just little bit of obedience so that then he could do this miracle through the simple act of loving Shama. 

[Slide 22a – David]


Likewise, David is no longer in prison rotting away. IJM lawyers who are Kenyans there in the office in Nairobi were able to take on his case, able to get him out of prison. And I’ll tell you where he is – he’s not in prison, now he’s studying law. Because David wants to be an advocate now, he wants to be a voice for the voiceless. And David is no longer in prison, but I’ll tell you who is in prison – those 5 police officers who committed that abuse. 

[Slide 22b – Photo of police arrested]

Because IJM’s local lawyers were able to work with the authorities to have them properly dismissed from the force and then properly prosecuted. And see, this then begins to change the whole calculation of the community about what the police can get away with and they start to straighten up and fly straight. This is bringing hope to a community and it’s the hope of the gospel. 

[Slide 23 – Jyoti]
Joyti is no longer being horrifically abused day after day inside a brothel.  IJM was able to send undercover investigators in to infiltrate that brothel, take that information to  their secure police contacts, raid the brothel and get her out. Get her to a place of long-term Christian aftercare where she was able to come to know Jesus Christ as her personal savior. 
[Slide 24 – returning to the brothel]
And then she was so empowered by that experience that this young girl who had been so horrifically abused in this nightmare – she actually came to IJM and said, “Will you take me back because I know where other children are still being held and let’s raid that brothel and get them out as well.” So she led IJM on another police raid – she led us and IJM rescued 7 more girls who were being horrifically and serially abused. 

[Slide 25 – Kalinda]

And then one of those that was rescued was a girl named Kalindi and Kalindi said well I know where there are still more! 
[Slide 26 – embedded video—click to play]
So she led IJM on a third raid where IJM rescued more than 2 dozen children out from underneath an underground dungeon where they were living in the most abject and dark nightmare you could imagine, but on this day they were brought out into the light of day and into long term loving aftercare where the love of God could for them become real! 

[Slide 27 – Unfamiliar Passions]
The IJM workers simply offered to Jesus what we had – and watched him perform miracles. 

In a world of so much suffering and need, I often ask myself why we have been given so much. Think about what Jesus did with the young boy’s lunch—what could he do with what we have?  Jesus could have done it all himself, but instead he gave the experience of multiplying bread and fish back to the disciples.  He could single-handedly work out his passion for justice in the world, but instead he lets us experience the joy of working with him in it.

[Slide 28 – Steps to Engagement]
What does all of this mean for us?  For some of us, it may mean a new season exploring God’s passion for the world beyond me and mine.

· Join IJM’s team by filling in a contact card.  This will enable you to stay connected to the work through stories from the field, upcoming events, and important prayer requests related to specific cases.  
· Educate yourself and inform others of global human rights issues.

· Form a group to study Good News About Injustice.

· Prepare for a career in justice ministry– or support someone else who is

· Contribute your financial resources to help IJM rescue people like  Shama, David and Jyoti.

· Expect to see great things from God as you partner with Him in  seeking justice!

[Slide 29- SEEK JUSTICE]

In a world of such great need, God is determine to rescue us from triviality and fear, and inviting us to the joy that flows from participation in his grand purposes in the world.

I know you could never tell it, but I like to go to the gym.  While I’m there, I am always amazed by the body builders, you know the guys with huge arms and necks.  Whether I go to the gym in the morning, afternoon, evening or weekends, I always see the same guys there pumping away.  I think what it’s all for—POSING!  And the only time that their muscles are useful is when there is a crisis in the kitchen and a lid is stuck on the jam jar.  They use all their power to pop open the jam jar.

My prayer is that we will not be like the body builders, but that we will put our power to good use in answering God’s call to “Seek justice.  Rescue the oppressed.”
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